


               
         

                
              

                
                  

                
                  

            

   
               

              
   

     
    
       

                 
        

               
          

 

               
            

             
               

               
        

   
              
              

            

             
                 

              
 

 

               
         

                
              

                
                  

                
                  

            

   
               

              
   

     
    
       

                 
        

               
          

 

               
            

             
               

               
        

   
              
              

            

             
                 

              
 

 

ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ŀǎƛŎ [ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ LǊǊƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ LǊǊƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ¢ŜŎƘƴƛŎƛŀƴ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳƛƴŘ ǘƘŜƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƭŜǎ ό/ƘŀǇǘŜǊ ол ŀƴŘ оппύΦ 

aǎΦ {ŀǊƛǘŀ bŀȊŀǊŜǘƘΣ ¢/9v hŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ [ƛŎŜƴǎƛƴƎ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŀ ōǊƛŜŦ ǳǇŘŀǘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭƻǘ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ 
ǘƘŜ ƛǊǊƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ǘƘŀǘ .ŀǎƛŎ [ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ LǊǊƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜΦ .ŀǎŜŘ 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ōȅ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊǎΣ ŀƴ ǳǇŘŀǘŜŘ Ǉƭƻǘ Ǉƭŀƴ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 
ŀƴ ŜƭŜǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǿŜǊ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜΦ bŜȄǘΣ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǎƛƎƴ /ǊƛǘŜǊƛŀ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭƻǘ Ǉƭŀƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǳǇŘŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎΦ Lƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ¢/9v ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǎǘŀǘǳǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǳǇŘŀǘŜŘ Ǉƭƻǘ Ǉƭŀƴ ŀƴŘ 
ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀ ǿƛƭƭ ǘƘŜƴ ōŜ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ WǳƴŜ мǎǘ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ŀƴ ƛǊǊƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ Ǉƭŀƴ ŀƴŘ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀΦ 

Landscape Irrigation Program 
aǊΦ tŜǘŜǊ !ōŜƭΣ ¢/9v [ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ LǊǊƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŀƴ ǳǇŘŀǘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴǘ 
ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΦ CƻǊ ǘƘŜ C¸ нлмф ¸¢5Υ фκмκнлму ς рκфκнлмфΣ ǘƘŜ ¢/9v 
[ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ LǊǊƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΥ 

 wŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ он ƴŜǿ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴǘǎ 
 /ƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ му LƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ 
 /ƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ мо bƻǘƛŎŜ ƻŦ ±ƛƻƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ όbh±ǎύ 

wŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ bh±ǎ ƘŀǾŜ ол Řŀȅǎ ǘƻ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƻƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ LƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ȅƛŜƭŘŜŘ ŀ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƻŦ мр 
Ǿƛƻƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜǊŜ ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛǎƛƴƎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘΦ 

LƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƎǊŜŀǘƭȅ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ ōȅ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¢/9v ŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴǘ ŦƻǊƳ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŀǎ 
ƳǳŎƘ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴǘ ŦƻǊƳ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀǘΥ 
ƘǘǘǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦǘŎŜǉΦǘŜȄŀǎΦƎƻǾκŘǊƛƴƪƛƴƎǿŀǘŜǊκƛǊǊƛƎŀǘƛƻƴκƭƛψŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴǘΦƘǘƳƭ 

hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ŦŀŎŜŘ ŀǊŜ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ƛǊǊƛƎŀǘƻǊ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭǎ ƛǊǊƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ 
ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ƛƴ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǎǳōŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ όCƛƴŀƭ ²ŀƭƪǘƘǊƻǳƎƘΣ 
aŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ /ƘŜŎƪƭƛǎǘΣ tŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ {ǘƛŎƪŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ LǊǊƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ /ƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜǊΣ LǊǊƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ tƭŀƴ ŀǎ LƴǎǘŀƭƭŜŘύ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ ƘƻƳŜ ōǳƛƭŘŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ƘƻƳŜ ōǳƛƭŘŜǊ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ƘƻƳŜ 
ƻǿƴŜǊǎΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǎŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƳŜόǎύΣ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƛǊǊƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ƎŜǘ ƳƛǎǇƭŀŎŜŘ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƘŜ ƘƻƳŜƻǿƴŜǊ ƛǎ ƭŜŦǘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎΦ 

Cross-Connection Control Program 
aǊΦ {Ƙŀƴƴƻƴ CǊŀȊƛŜǊΣ ¢/9v /Ǌƻǎǎπ/ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ /ƻƴǘǊƻƭ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŀƴ ǳǇŘŀǘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ aǊΦ CǊŀȊƛŜǊ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ǳǇŘŀǘŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ .ŀŎƪŦƭƻǿ tǊŜǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅ ¢Ŝǎǘ ϧ aŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ 
wŜǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊƳ ό¢ϧa CƻǊƳύ ǘƻ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǎǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ¢ȅǇŜ LL ŀǎǎŜƳōƭƛŜǎΦ 

IŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ нл ƻƴπǎƛǘŜ /Ǌƻǎǎπ/ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ 
/ƻƴǘǊƻƭ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ {ǳǊǾŜȅǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƛǎŎŀƭ ȅŜŀǊΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ƻƴπǎƛǘŜ Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ¢/9v ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ 
ƻŦŦƛŎŜǎΦ 

н 

https://www.tceq.texas.gov/drinkingwater/irrigation/li_complaint.html


              
                

       

               
            

            

        
              

              
              

            
            

                
               

         
 

    
                 

               
                 

      

                
                
                

               
                 

     

                
             

          

                
                

                  
  

     
                
                  

 

              
                

       

               
            

            

        
              

              
              

            
            

                
               

         
 

    
                 

               
                 

      

                
                
                

               
                 

     

                
             

          

                
                

                  
  

     
                
                  

 

The Directed Assistance Module (DAM) 12 titled How to Develop and Manage an Effective Cross-
Connection Control Program, has been used several times with good success. This is a free, on-site, 8-
hour, technical assistance program for water purveyors. 

Mr. Frazier also stated that they have provided technical presentations at the Texas Water Utility 
Association Chapter meetings (various locations), Texas Rural Water Association, TCEQ Public Drinking 
Water Conference, and several local chapters of the American Backflow Prevention Association. 

How to Become a TCEQ Approved Training Provider 
Mr. James Murphy, TCEQ Occupational Licensing Section, provided a presentation on what is needed 
for a person or organization to become a TCEQ-approved training provider. He covered the 
requirements for core training required to obtain a license and training to provide continuing 
education credits. The requirements vary for classroom training courses, presentations given at 
conferences, presentations given at association meetings, and distance learning courses. A minimum 
of 45 days is needed to review the submitted materials for meeting and conference training, provided 
that the materials are complete, before approval. Much of the information is available in Regulatory 
Guidance document, RG-373, available on the TCEQ website at: 
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/licensing/Providers/Providers. 

Discussion Regarding IAC Workgroups 
Mr. Micah Reed, IAC Chair, revisited the idea of forming workgroups to address different areas of need 
in the IAC, the TCEQ Landscape Irrigation Program, and the irrigation industry in general. The 
formation of the work groups and their members was covered in the adopted minutes of the February 
7, 2019 meeting of the IAC. 

After some discussion, the council determined that the member’s time and energy was better used to 
form work groups to address different challenges as they arise. For example, the members did not 
want to be limited to Education or Water Conservation when the need was to address improved 
training. At this point, the need to have permanent work groups, scheduling meetings, and making 
assignments is not realized. However, when there is a need, a workgroup could be formed to address 
the need and provide guidance. 

During the discussion of this topic, the need for more involvement by TCEQ staff at conferences, 
training events, and meetings was expressed. This will facilitate the dissemination of accurate 
information and help correct some misinformation that may be circulated. 

Due to time constraints and demands from her other duties, Ms. Jennifer Walker has resigned her 
membership in the council. This provides an opportunity for another person who is not a licensed 
irrigator to be part of the council. The in-depth process for replacing Ms. Walker will be facilitated by 
TCEQ staff. 

Chapter 344 Rule Petition Update 
Mr. Al Fuentes, TCEQ Landscape Irrigation Program, provided an update on the rule petitions filed by 
the IAC. While much progress has been made in updating Chapter 344, there are no changes since the 

3 

https://www.tceq.texas.gov/licensing/Providers/Providers


              

 

                
     
     
   
       

                 
               

               
              

               
 

     
            

                
              

              
     

      
           

                
                    

    

 
                
  

 

              

 

                
     
     
   
       

                 
               

               
              

               
 

     
            

                
              

              
     

      
           

                
                    

    

 
                
  

 

IAC was last updated. The latest information is available on the TCEQ website at: 
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/drinkingwater/irrigation/landscape-irrigation-regulation-stakeholder-
process 

Mr. Fuentes went on to provide some examples of rules that are being clarified and updated: 
 344.34 The Irrigator-in-Charge Rule 
 344.61 The Irrigation Plan 
 344.71 Contracts 
 344.50 Approval of Backflow Prevention Assemblies 

As these rules are reviewed, staff and management at TCEQ as well as Subject Matter Experts are 
consulted before changes are made. After review and approval by TCEQ upper management, the rules 
will be proposed to the TCEQ Commissioners (approximately on 10/23/2019) and if given the approval, 
the public comment period will be opened (approximately form 11/8/2019 to 12/8/2019), and after 
consideration of all comments, the final version of the rules will be adopted (approximately on 
5/2/2020). 

How a Backflow Preventer Works 
Mr. Shannon Frazier provided a hands-on presentation of cut-away backflow prevention assemblies. 
He described the flow of water and the mechanics of the Reduced Pressure Zone Backflow Prevention 
Assembly (RP or RPZ), the Pressure Vacuum Breaker (PVB), and the Atmospheric Vacuum Breaker 
(AVB). Mr. Frazier also briefly covered testing backflow preventers and answered general questions on 
backflow prevention and cross-connection control. 

Individuals Wishing to Address the Council 
There were no meeting participants who wished to address the council. 

The council requested information on the reasoning used to deny some of the requests submitted in 
the two rule petitions, specifically the removal of the use of AVBs and the inclusion of the use of Spill 
Resistant Vacuum Breakers (SVBs). 

Adjournment 
Mr. Micah Reed moved to adjourn the meeting at approximately 2:20 and Mr. Brooke Furrh seconded 
the motion. 
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https://www.tceq.texas.gov/drinkingwater/irrigation/landscape-irrigation-regulation-stakeholder



